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The effect of “Sand Block” that encourages jumping
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Abstract: We devised a “Sand Block” which is a foam cube, meant to encourage people to remove sand from
their shoes, that copies the appearance of a Question block from SUPER MARIO BROS. for this research. Then
we installed it above a scraper mat. We predicted the block would make people jump on the mat and it would
result in an increase in sand dropping from the soles of people’s shoes. The “Sand Block” worked when the sand
outside was moist. One in five people jumped on the mat due to the block effect. Due to these facts, we consider

the “Sand Block™ to be an effective trigger.
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