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The Effect of Aural Signals on Prevent Passersby

from Leaving Doors Open
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Abstract: We often find signs displaying “Do not leave the door open to save electricity” at the

entrance doors of restaurants, cafes, department stores, etc. The signs imply that people sometimes

do not close the doors after use. In this study, we investigate the effect of aural signals on preventing

passersby from leaving doors open. We conducted experiments at a walkway of Osaka University

frequently used by students. We played two different sounds, a warning sound and a convenience

store’s entrance chime, when passersby opened the door, and observed their immediate behaviors.

The results indicated that the sounds were effective in preventing from leaving doors open.
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